DAIRY BUSINESS =
OF THE YEAR

Grass drives SA winners

LENCAOYE, South Australia
dairytfarmers, Man Seeliger
and Kate Holberton, ook the
South-Fase South Auvstralian
award in the prestigions 2007 Dairy Busi-
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By ALISHA FOGDEN

ness of the Year Award, The young couple
run @ 260-cow herd on 100 hectares of
irrigated pasture and Mr Seeliger atirib-
mied their business success 0 “growing a
lot of grass".

The figures for 200506, on which the
competition resulis were based, showed a
harvested pasture Ngure of LT tonnes of
dry matter (M) a hectare, while their
purchascd forage cost were kepr to an
impressive low of $110 a tonne DM,

“We usc a fair bit of fertiliser in our
irrigation and 1t helps us to grow a Tair bit
of grass,” Mr Seel-
iger said.

The business had
an 8% operating
profit margin and a
6.5% return  on
assers.

Mr Scclizer said
they currently milk
in a 14-a-side
swingover herring-
bone, but he 1s
always looking 1o
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Matt Seeliger and Kate Holberton are
congratulated by Simon EBillings from
Elanco Animal Health after winning the
South Australian section of the 2007
Dairy Business of the Year.

cut time spent (n the dairy. "We hope to
further increase our herd size and build a
new Tully-awiomated SO-unil rotary dairy,”
he said.

“We have one full-time worker and
employ casuals 10 help with milking, but
wir hope the new dairy will help reduce
total work time.”

But the etficiency of the enerprise was
clear in the overall profil Geures of 31379
a hectare lor the 2005-06 scason, which
Mr Seeliger attobutes to their zood graz-
ing rotation sysiam.

The cows normally ger a fresh ‘break’
of grass after every milking and with leaf
emergence rales ul 17 davs in winter that
means about a 34-1o-35-0ay rotalion.

In summer that is hack (o about 12
days when the leaf emergence rate reduces
1o five or six days.

In the competition vear the farm pro-
duced 1550ky milk solids a hectare, with
each cow averaging 571kg MS which was
at the upper end of the range of fizures for
the competiton,

Mr Seeliger sail the results had shown
a slight lift in per heclare producion, pos-
sibly due to gradually increasing herd
numbers.

“Our milk production per hectare in
also definitely op (21,487 litres/ha and
T917 litresfoow) probably due to increased
stocking rates,” he said,

COme of five regional award winngrs,
the couple were delighted with their
award.

T was good, we were presented with
the rophy and prize money (512060, which
wi will ook o put back into our manage-
ment account,” Mr Secliger said. D



