dairy business of the year BiiG

Winners relish that ‘real buzz’

Sr.l-'t'r'.ll months after heing
maumed as the inavgural win-
ners af the [iiry Business of the
Year Commprefition, Grasme and
Shanon Martin are still smiling,

“The win mive 1 a real buzz
and we had los of nice feed-
back from Iviends and fanning
colleagues as well,”™ Graeme
(Grimmy) saicl.

As owell as winning the wu-
preme awacd, the Morrinsville
couple teok out the low inpu
[anming and the nonbern Narh
Island sections as well,

They attribute their success in
achieving pood farm profits 1o
kevping costs down while feed
ing their comes well — resulting in
good production Aguares,

At the beginning of Auguat,
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k& \We just do normal dairy farming
tasks as well as we can. We utilise
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they weere in the middle af calv-
ing with abxul 120 calves in the
dairy already, Slaron, who akes
on the call-rearing, said they ex
pecred 1o finish the scazon with
arcund 240 calves.

Mot much had happened since
they weon the awand. But there
have been a few changes, some
planned belore the competition
but only happening now, while
athers have just happened. In

keeping with their pelicy of

aking regular lreaks fram the
farm, they're shorely 1o ke a
haliday to Fiji with another oft
farm escape planned for later
this year.

Another G8ha larm and 270
crossbred cows have been pur
chased in Roach Rd, Sharon's
daughier Bachelle is now manag-
ing the unit

New staff

There are two new staff mem
baers om board: Geoll Kingsford
on the Marting” Matuko Rd farm
of 100tha which carries 5061 Frie-

sians and Teny Blomendal at
their 9Tha Woodlands Red farm
whene 260 Friesians graze,

Urimmy now shares his lime
during the busy monle between
the throe properties. Le's also
been cversceing the building of 2
new house on the home fanm on
Matuku B, as part of their policy
of tresting pood stail well,

“Winning the Dairy Business of
the: Year gave us a bit of a spor on”
saicd sharon,

“Wie had been a bit anxious
about buving the third Larm,
Lut winning just reinforced our
clexcision

“We only had cne house here
and felt we needed a second one
Past oof Eweing in the farmdng busi-
ness is W attract good saff and o
good howse s pan of that. To enjoy
ciur lusiness we neeod ro have pood
staff, ro be able w rast and respect
them and w get good people vou
need poncd facilicies

The new house is at the framing
atage and Gty and Shancn ans
in the process of choosing colours



and irteror designs. They will give
up their substantial faomdly heme
closer to the dairy for the farm
A ET

Red Sky bonus

Looking back on the comypetition
and reasoms fog entering, Sharon is
cpuick ta say they entened hecause
ey would reoeive a Rexd Sky firm
amalysia report. That had been
irvaluable,

"Even if tha weas all wee got i was
worthmrhile,” she waid

“Is superl s A full repoat om
farm efficiencies and performanae:
ard shavaced areas we wene doing
well i and other parts wlere we
conld improve.

e enlerod o get Qe Red Skey
report — winning was a hanos.,
We didn't think we would win
and were prelly amazed wlhen
we dlid.”

The ai

iilyain ol thoeir farm
porformance in the 20059046
BEHERTY ﬁhr:-ht--_l an operating
profic ol S30667ha for last yvear,
well ahead of rhe Waikalo aver-
‘ha and eclipsing

the top W percent's §21277ha,
Their cperating profic was a slhade
under S1000 0w, four times the
Weailoaro average.

Anather part of the winning
package was an Icehouse agri-
husiness course of three, four-
dav courses weorth S13.000, The
programme is mun in Brishane,
Melbourne and Auckland Laer
in the vear The Mamins intend
to pay the extra foo so both can
aftend the course Laer this year
and ger the best oul of it

Teamwork important

Tearracork has plaved 2 large
part in thedr farming life mopether.
Sharon is responsibile for the book
worl and celf-rearing of the Giree
Furms while Grimmy shares his
dme between the properies and
miakes all the silape needed, He has
a down-o-carth approach o farm
it talies grear pride
im repairs and maintenance on the
three propemics

T dony't ks o @ farmer can
cperate without knowing how 1o
weeld,” T said,

“Tve gon the experience, gained
aver the vears, I0s good wo be able
to fix things as it saves us ITENEY
and also saves us timne,”

Grimnmy said] farming well is not
“rocker science”,

W st de norrel diainy Brming
msks a5 well as we can,” Sharon
said, “We wilise the prass well,
gl the coms i gond condition
bty calving and keep our costs
choan,”

He s
good cow comdition and wses his
Dexeel consultant o benchmarls
his Lerd.

"He sees many mere cows tun
I iley, s asking him hows our comes
are: doing s 4 good backup,” he
saicd,

“Cow condition s S0 impor-
.

The Maming believe there are
plenty af good farmers doing just

a strang advocate of

as woell bur whe dide®t enter e
coanprelition,

"W would recommend they
wiviee this Triiry Business of the Year
Compssilion a go,” Sharon said.

“I's a Fancastic contest and at the
very least you get a wonderful Red
Skov repoar”

* 50 dul other Fanmers can view
thesir wining wiay, the Martins will
host a feld day on their Matoku
Road farm on Seplember 27 stan-
inge At 1A0am and going through
o L30po. The Reld d v ol Tage
(elloweed by Junch which will
b availalble for @ small cost, o
attendecs can bring their cwi,
Evervone is welcome o attend
paricularly Tanmers from
other than the Waikato who may
I artending the Fonterr annual
peneral mecting ar Mystery Crock
on the previous day, Septemhber
20, D

dreds

EASY FEEDER
1-speed only $19.95

SPEEDY FEEDER

3-Speed Calf Feed Bottle

From Shoof International Ltd
m 25-litre capacity - one bottle per feed
m Integral handgrip - works both directions
m Simple 3-speed valve to control milk flow
u Reduce feeding time without drowning
w Also available as standard 1-speed Easy Feeder

' 3-speed only $29.95
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