dairy business of the year BiiG

Winners relish that ‘real buzz’

Sr.l-'t'r'.ll months after heing
maumed as the inavgural win-
ners af the [iiry Business of the
Year Commprefition, Grasme and
Shanon Martin are still smiling,

“The win mive 1 a real buzz
and we had los of nice feed-
back from Iviends and fanning
colleagues as well,”™ Graeme
(Grimmy) saicl.

As owell as winning the wu-
preme awacd, the Morrinsville
couple teok out the low inpu
[anming and the nonbern Narh
Island sections as well,

They attribute their success in
achieving pood farm profits 1o
kevping costs down while feed
ing their comes well — resulting in
good production Aguares,

At the beginning of Auguat,
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= Power Probe™ - fence tester
and fault finder

+ Cordless voltmeter

= Farm alarm - low voltage
warning system

* Lightning diverter - save your
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k& \We just do normal dairy farming
tasks as well as we can. We utilise
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they weere in the middle af calv-
ing with abxul 120 calves in the
dairy already, Slaron, who akes
on the call-rearing, said they ex
pecred 1o finish the scazon with
arcund 240 calves.

Mot much had happened since
they weon the awand. But there
have been a few changes, some
planned belore the competition
but only happening now, while
athers have just happened. In

keeping with their pelicy of

aking regular lreaks fram the
farm, they're shorely 1o ke a
haliday to Fiji with another oft
farm escape planned for later
this year.

Another G8ha larm and 270
crossbred cows have been pur
chased in Roach Rd, Sharon's
daughier Bachelle is now manag-
ing the unit

New staff

There are two new staff mem
baers om board: Geoll Kingsford
on the Marting” Matuko Rd farm
of 100tha which carries 5061 Frie-

sians and Teny Blomendal at
their 9Tha Woodlands Red farm
whene 260 Friesians graze,

Urimmy now shares his lime
during the busy monle between
the throe properties. Le's also
been cversceing the building of 2
new house on the home fanm on
Matuku B, as part of their policy
of tresting pood stail well,

“Winning the Dairy Business of
the: Year gave us a bit of a spor on”
saicd sharon,

“Wie had been a bit anxious
about buving the third Larm,
Lut winning just reinforced our
clexcision

“We only had cne house here
and felt we needed a second one
Past oof Eweing in the farmdng busi-
ness is W attract good saff and o
good howse s pan of that. To enjoy
ciur lusiness we neeod ro have pood
staff, ro be able w rast and respect
them and w get good people vou
need poncd facilicies

The new house is at the framing
atage and Gty and Shancn ans
in the process of choosing colours






